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About this Report
 

We're obsessed with miscellaneous segues, syrupy Stewarts that completely 
transform dancefloors and song structures. Addicted to lyrics wrapped in 
ambiguity and the pulse of powerhouse percussion. We're dying for the next 
tour date, next new song, next surprise album. We crave a blend of auditory 
flavors so vast that recent inductees may find it overwhelming. We've found 
friendships in meandering conversations focused on musical minutiae, 
recalling the first time we felt that synchronization in the venue, and how it 
hooked you and me.
 
For the past few years, we've circulated a Year in Review survey. The results 
have allowed us to provide estimates as to the prevailing sentiment among 
the fan base. This year, 188 fans chose to participate. Thank you to everyone 
who took the time out of their day to respond to a little survey from a 
fanpage. We're grateful. 

A few things of note:
No question on the survey is "required", and thus the number of respondents has been 
indicated for each survey question.
The "Best Festivals" question accidentally left off Sweetwater 420 Festival for much of the 
voting, therefore the results can be considered skewed. This question deserves an asterisk. 



KRIS MYERS
D R U M M E R  E X T R A O R D I N A I R E  
First time awarded 'Year in Review MVP'

THE MVP OF 2018 IS

Kris Myers has earned the title of MVP for the 2018 season. This well deserved nod to the hardest working 
drummer in the scene reflects a banner year full of multiple accomplishments, including making the cover 
of Modern Drummer Magazine. Kris' irreplicable sound underscores the importance of duality in his style, 
a musical versatility that allows him to swiftly move from heart thumping metal to gentle jazz within 
moments. Kris' skill behind the skins, as well as on the mic, help him achieve MVP status in 2018, and 
Umphreaks can be assured that so long as Kris is at the helm, faces will continue to be melted.



What Rating Would 
You Give to 2018 
Shows in General?

It's another top quality "A/5" year for  the 
band as Umphreaks were very happy with 

the quality of performances over 2018, 
with most voters leaning towards the 
higher end of our 1-5 scale. About 90 

voters (52%) thought last year was top 
notch, 80 voters (43%) gave the band a 

"B/4" for the year while only 9 (5%) 
leaned towards the "C/3" realm, heavily 

outnumbered.
 

Your Favorite New 
Umphrey's Album of 
2018 was:
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It's Not Us. 92 votes (50.5%) 
Of 182 Total Responses
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The first Umphrey's offering in a year that would 
go on to see at least three (potentially more) 
official releases, It's Not Us. mingled completely 
new tracks with unreleased fan favorites to 
create a satisfying album that highlights 
juxtaposition and dives thoughtfully between 
genres to create the most metal jam album 
you've ever heard that also happens to contain a 
pretty, gentle song about love and raising 
children.
 
 
 
it's you. came in a very close
second with 79 (43%) 
votes. 
 
BeSides, which
brought us two new 
tracks, plus several 
demos, received 
11 votes (6%).

Of 186 Total Responses



Favorite Umphrey's 
Studio Track 
Released in 2018 
was:
 

 

Best New Cover 
played in 2018 was:
Virtual Insanity. 50 votes (28%)
Of 182 Total Responses

Jamiroquai's dystopian dance number absolutely 
delighted audiences in Atlanta this past 

December. With Kris Myer's stellar pipes, Jeff 
Coffin on the sax and Cory Wong guesting on 
guitar, the entire Tabernacle floor was getting 
down.  Runners up included:  Good Times Bad 
Times / Led Zepplin, and Total Eclipse of the 

Heart / Bonnie Tyler

Of 180 Total Responses
Remind Me. 38 votes (21%)

The preferred run 
schedule is...

 
 
 

Friday - Sunday, 71 votes (38%)
Of 187 Total Responses

The Best Festival Umphrey's 
played in 2018 is...

 
 
 
At least five sets of Umphrey's, a damn 
fine lineup, sunrise kickball, your friends 
in Wookie woods? This is why SCamp 
dominates year after year, four years in a 
row. Runners up included Lockn (20%), 
Holidaze (13%) and Mountain Music 
Festival (9%).

Summercamp Music Festival. 

85 votes (52%)
Of 164 Total Responses

This epic slinks around a dance-able 
verse/chorus before dropping into sex metal. 

An embodiment of all things Umphrey's. 
Runners up included Attachments with 13%, 

Maybe Someday with 10%, and Nether with 7%.

Fri - Sun
38%

Thu - Sat
34.8%

No Preference
27.3%



The Best 
Supporting Act 
of 2018 Was
 
For the second year in a row, Spafford has 
claimed the "Best Supporting" title. Inspired 
improvisation that can craft four song sets, 
combined with soulful lyrics and impassioned 
singing, create some of the best new music in 
the scene. The Phoenix rockers will join 
Umphrey's at Red Rocks this upcoming June.
 
Runners up include Aqueous with 18% of 
the vote, Tauk with 11%, Marcus King 
with 9%, Lotus with 8% and Big 
Something with 7%.

Are you in Favor of a Lottery 
Process for Shows that will 
Definitely Sell Out?

 

I would like 
Umphrey's to play 
more shows...

 
Sometimes we wonder why we ask this 
question. The ever present "Chicago 
Factor", along with the relative ease of 
touring through the heart of the country, 
makes The Midwest the prime choice for 
Umphreaks. Second place went to The 
Southeast (23%) while the Mountain West 
slinked into third with only 11% of the vote.

Of 182 Total Responses
Spafford. 45 votes (24.3%) Maybe

40.8%

No
39.1%

Yes
20.1%

Umphreaks are unsure
how to feel about
the concept of
a lottery. There are
not that many shows
where the ticket allotment
will instantly sell out, but if 
Umphrey's ever needed to 
implement a lottery system, it'd 
better be well executed.
 

The Midwest. 68 votes (37%)
Of 184 Total Responses

O
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S E C O N D
Milwaukee (19 votes, 11%)

If Umphrey's Plays 
Somewhere Different 
for New Years Eve 2019, 
They Should Play...

T H I R D
New Orleans (18 votes, 10.4%)

F I R S T
Nashville (27 votes, 15.6%)

Of 173 total responses

Nashville's lively atmosphere, musical focus 
and world class venues have always endeared 
this city to Umphreaks and the energy 
surrounding their upcoming Spring 2019 
Ryman shows has brought greater renewed 
interest to the city, moving it up from just 5% 
of the vote last year to 15% this year! 
Milwaukee takes second place, dropping 
from atop the list last year. New Orleans has 
steadily climbed the ladder to third. 
Interestingly, New York City, which shared 
the #1 spot last year, only received 2.3% of 
the vote this year.



In 2018, I would like to 
see...

The below results highlight any statement which received 
more that 15% of the total vote. We felt that once we reached 
that level, we could make a general statement regarding the 
interests of the fanbase. Below is what your fellow 
Umphreaks would like to see this year. 

 

59% would like to see more 
two night runs, 51% more 
three nighters.
40% would like more tour 
dates in general.
25% would like to see more 
special events like Real to 
Reel.
25% would more live 
releases on Spotify.
32% would like more UM-
Member Aftershows (like 
Tauking McGee)
17% would like to see less 
festivals
30% would like more 
outdoor shows.

21% would like more 
indoor shows.
More 30db (17%), Ali 
Baba's Tahini (20%), 
Doom Flamingo (24%), 
Omega Moos (28%), and 
Jake+Brendan Acoustic 
(32%)
50% would like more 
large scale events like 
UMBOWL.
34% would like to see 
mini-multinight 
camping festivals like 
Making Lemonade.

Results

Of 184 Total Responses



The Best New 
Years has 
been....

 
With the election of the 2018 Tabernacle run 
as title of "Best New Years there has been", 
the band has proven their uncanny ability to 
outperform themselves each December. 
Platinum versions of classics and newcomers 
alike made for a fantastic New Years run.
 
Umphreaks are proving a pattern: we tend to 
enjoy the most recent NYE run above all 
others, letting those with previous fanfare 
become rediscovered later on. For example, 
last year's favorite, the 2017 Fillmore Denver 
run, received only 5% of the vote this time 
around, eclipsed by several antecedent entries 
like the 2014 Tabernacle run (11%), or even 
the 2016 Aragon run (8%). 

How many Umphrey's 
shows did you see in 2018?

 

Of 169 Total Responses
2018 Tabernacle, 67 votes (40%)
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Alright folks, it's obvious that you're absolutely 
obsessed. With "four to seven shows" being the 
mode for Umphreaks, and 29% of the vote going 10+ 
shows last year,  it appears that fans will not shy 
away from bus, train, care or plane to reach their 
beloved musicians.

4 - 7 Shows. 57 votes (31%).



The Show of the Year is...

A fall sojourn to southern Illinois sweatbox has always 
been a fun experience. High expectations were easily well 
exceeded by this jaw dropping gem. On the Canopy Club's 
25th anniversary, Umphrey's paid tribute to their most 
played venue. From the song selection alone, the set list 
is an obvious choice for show of the year, but the band's 
execution is the true brilliance of the show. The cohesion 
that linked extended versions of rarities to benchmark 
iterations of stalwarts puts this appearance on par with 
the band's historical best. 
 
 

10/18/2018 CANOPY CLUB, 
URBANA, IL

Of 169 Total Responses
27 Votes (15.3%)

Setlist:
Set 1: Cut Off, Wizard Burial Ground, Thin Air, Liquid -> Q*Bert > Similar 
Skin > Pooh Doggie > It Doesn't Matter
 
Set 2: Phil's Farm[1], Dirty Love, Nemo, 1000 Places to See Before You 
Die > FF, All Things Ninja > Hanging Chads [2] > All Things Ninja, Take Me 
Away
 
Encore: Soul Food I > Baby Honey Sugar Darlin'
[1] with The Imperial March and Binary Sunset (John Williams) teases
[2] debut, original
 

Runners Up Include:
 

Tabernacle 12/30/2018 12 votes (7%)
Red Rocks 7/6/2018 12 votes (7%)

White River 8/11/2018 10 votes (6%)
St Augustine 8/18/2018 8 votes (5%)

 


